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GMALLVILLE. 


BACK IN 
THE PAV. 



LANA.' 

WHERE 
ARE VO U 
SOINS? 


—f HEV, ^ 

Aclark.I 

K SHOULDX 
HAVE KNOWN 
I COULDN'T 
SLIP AWAV 
WITHOUT VOU 
v NOTICINS... y 


...BUT VOU 

SHOULD BE A \v^>S\V- 
LITTLE MORE 
^CAREFUL . -y 

'A>" ANVONE'MX 
t SEE VOU BREAK \ 
THE NORTH AMERICAN 
, LAND MAMMAL SPEED / 
|V RECORD? 


'Y^ rMr r.' ;.' , P ,. y ' 


K I DON'T > 
CARE IF THEV 
V DID. y; 




SURE VOU DO. VOUVE 
TOLD ME VOUR PLANS. 

AND THEV WON'T 
. WORK IF EVERVONE 
\ KNOWS VOUR 
^BUSINESS. y 


...I KINDA 
THOUGHT... 
VOU AND ME. 
WE WERE... 


DON'T SET ALL Y YOU KNOW 1 
STUPID ON ME, a X HEART i 
K CLARK^K \. VA. 

^ y BUT XVeN 
9 s <> ^ .# SOT THINSS 
— • n "V \ l TO DO IN THE 
V- ; \ V WORLD... y 


^ LOOK, > 
LANA, WHAT 
I'M TRVINS 
TO SAV... y 


fWf BREEZE 
CARRIES THE SMELL 
OF HER SHAMPOO 
THREE MILES. 


I THINK IT'S 

GARPENIAS. 


ANP THEN THE SOUNP 
OF THE BUS'S BRAKES 
SPLITS THE AIR LIKE A 

GUNSHOT. 


MV THROAT TIGHTENS. 

I CAN HEAR HER 
HEARTBEAT. GTEAPV 
AS A PRUM. 






SIX YEARS AGO THE LEGEND OF BATMAN EMERGED AMID 
THE GREATEST CATASTROPHE GOTHAM HAD EVER ENDURED. 

A MANIAC CALLING HIMSELF THE RIDDLER HAS SHUT DOWN ALL 
ELECTRIC POWER MERE DAYS BEFORE A TERRIFYING SUPERSTORM 
BUT THE DARK KNIGHT ISN’T THE ONLY HERO TO SURFACE DURING 
THIS MOMENT IN TIME KNOWN ONLY AS THE ZERO YEAR 


ii wn////// 


...THE MAN OF STEEL 

IS TAKING ON THE 
GREATEST CHALLENGE 
OF HIS YOUNG CAREER. 


r KILL THE 

SUPERMAN.' 


THEY CALL 
THEMSELVES THE 
SUPREMACISTS, 
NATURALLY. 


THEY'VE SOT SOME 
STUPID PLAN INVOLVINS HUMAN 
SACRIFICE, FIFTH-DIMENSIONAL 
PLASMA SOPS, AND THE MASS 
MURDER OF UNPOCUMENTEP 
IMMIGRANTS. 
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...BUT IT SETS THEM 
UP FOR A HECK OF 
A PUNCH LINE. 
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MV EARDRUMS. 
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Wff PEOPLE I 
JUST FREE? RUN 
AWAV SCREWING. 


I SHOULD 
REASSURE 
THEM. 






NOTHING TO SEE HERE BUT 
GOOR OL ' CLARK KENT, 
REPORTER FOR THE PA ILK 
STAR, WORKING LATE, 
BANGING OUT A STORK... 


.BUT IS 
THAT ALL 
THIS POWER 
MAKES ME? 


/ 


SURE, THEK 
PESERVEP 
IT... 


I PUNCHER 
POWN TORAK. 















m’MirntSi 


BUT m? 


...ANP I WANT 
TO F/NP OUT. 


..HUNPREPS OF 
EVERVPAV MEN 
ANP WOMEN 
HEAPING FOR 
GOTHAM... 










IT'S A FORCE 
OF NATURE. 
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TANKER^ 
f JEAN-MARIE! 
THIS IS COAST 
GUARP 997, 

\ COMING IN FOR 
PICKUP. A 


GET ^ 
ALL YOUR 
EVACUEES ON 
V PECK.' J 


r LANA.' ^ 
WHAT ARE VO U 
POINS IN HERE? 
THE CHOPPER'S 
^ LANPINS/ 


NO 

r FOOLINS \\ 
AROUNP, LANS/ R 
, TIME TO J 
k EVAC.' ,/ 


COOL. 

CAN THEV 
JUMP-START US? 
I SOT CABLES 
AROUNP HERE 
k SOMEWHERE... ' 


I'M JUST 
LANA LANG, 
FRIENPLV 
NEIGHBORHOOP 
ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEER. 


BUT I'M 
ACTUALLV 
SMILING. 


yOUR BOAT'S PEAP 
IN THE WATER, 
CAPTAIN. ANP WEVE 
SOT A POZEN 
MORE CREW 
MEMBERS THAN'LL 
k FIT ON THAT 
k CHOPPER. A 


ANP NON I'M 
TALKING LIKE SOME 
K/NP OF ACTION 
HERO! 


I'VE SOT 
THINSS TO 
k PO. y 


, THIS IS ^ 
THE LAST 
^CHOPPER' 

V NOW ^ 
VOU SET 1 
OUT THERE, I 
K NOW! A 

fANP VEs!^ 
3 THAT'S AN 1 
L 09.PSR.lA 


A GENUINE 
CRISIS MAKES 
EVERYTHING 
CLEAR. 


I'M JUST SCANNING 
THE SCHEMATICS, 
TALLYING OUR 
RESOURCES, MAKING 
MY PLAN— 


I PON'T HAVE 
TO THINK ABOUT 
LOVE OR SEX 
OR PEATH OR 
MONEY. 



( LANS' ) ///' \ 
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■PO I KNOW HOW 
TO PILOT THIS 
^ BOAT? .4 


THIS WASN'T IN MV 
JOB DESCRIPTION. 


I COULD JUST- 
GO HOME. 


F WHAT ^ 
THE HELL ARE 
</OU TALKING 
^ ABOUT? A 


r WELL, ^ 
THEN, NEITHER 
THE HELL 
V m I! < 


ARE 

YOU GETTING 
ON THAT 
.CHOPPER?^ 


r TELL ME 
SOMETHING, 
CAPTAIN... 


TANKER ^ 
JEAN-MARIE ! 
GET READV FOR 
EVACf -K. 


PAMMIT, 

.LANG/’ 


THE CAPTAIN 
SCREAMS AT ME SOME 
MORE. BUT THE WIND 
AND THE CHOPPER 
DROWN HIM OUT. 


Y CHARLES HAS \ 
A CONCUSSION- 
PUT HIM ON THAT 
CHOPPER BEFORE 
k HE PASSES A 
OUT! 

•W/' I'M 
Wf HEAPING \ £ 
ST POWN TO ]£ 
£4 THE ENGINE /T 
S*-. ROOM/ Jid 


THIS IS DUMB. 


I SHOULD BE 
TERRIFIED. 





BUT I'M C 
SMILING 



AGAIN. 


\ 

I COULD 


UVE. 







SOMEBODY'S 

LAUGHING. 


I THINK 

/rs Me. 


MORON. 











r HA 
HAAAA.' 


...ft TOWERING 
SPIRAL OF WINS 
ft NO WATER BIG 
ft NO STRONG 
ENOUGH TO 
BREAK THIS 
HURRICANES 
BACK. 


UNTIL IT 

DOESN'T. 
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HNH? 


OIL TANKER. STEEL 
SIPES GROANING AS THE 
STORM TOSSES IT... 





COAST 

f GUARP SAVS N 
IT'S ABANPONEP- 
NO ONE ON BOARP 
L TO TURN IT y 
j^^ASIPE/ 
WT m NEEpSfc^ 
nr THAT POWER % 
H NOW, LANS, 1 
A VOU HEAR A 
ME? 


” /W ^ 

MINUTES 

OR WE'RE ALL 

Lr Pfi4P/ J 


ANP 

FINALLY.. 


jjf HEAPS UP/W 
s= \PEOPLE'^ 

i^ANVBOPVX' 
" WORKING ON ' 
A SECONPARV 

SYSTEM IS NOW 
WORKING ON 
, /TW//V ENGINE . 
^FUNCTION.' A 


"THIS IS IT/ ALL 
OR NOTHING/ PO 
OR PIE/" 


OKAV, 
I'M OUT OF 
CLICHES/ 


“LET'S JUST 
FREAKING PO 
THIS/” 


Jgi 


L 





Be - M 
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r COUPLING'S^- 
REAW TELL 
ME VOUVE GOT 
. THAT SOCKET , 
^ CLEAREP.' ^ 


LET ME 
BE STRONG 
ENOUGH. 


BOAT'S 

ROCKING.' 


KEEP IT 
STEAPV/ 


«/T 7WG WATER'S 
ALREAOV THROWING 
THE SHIPS BACK 
TOGETHER AGAIN... 








BUT IT SOUNDS 
SO SMALL 

against the 
ROARING OF 
THE STORM. 


WE'RE 
OUT OF 
TIME. 


NEVER GIVE 
UP. 


CRANK IT, 
k PAMMIT! 


NEVER 

NEVER... 


...EVEN WHEN 
IT'S ALREADY 
OVER... 


THEV'RE 
GONNA CRASH. 














y you p/p it, y 
lana/ gave me a 

FREAKING HEART 
. ATTACK, BUT 
V you P/P IT/ 


y WHAT 
THE HELL ARE 
VOU TALKING 
^ABOUT? > 


' WERE PEAP, 
CAPTAIN. THE 
ENGINES STARTEP 
k TOO LATE. A 



NO 

WAV THEV COULP N 
HAVE PULLEP US TO ' 
SAFETV ON THEIR 1 
^ OWN. 

7^ POESNT S 
I /WAKE ANV 
V SENSE. , 


Jr WELL. ~ 
IT'S A BIG 
OCEAN, KIP. I 
PON'T ASK IT 
ALL TO MAKE 
K SENSE, y 


ALL 

I KNOW 

. IS... . 



...IF VOU 
HAPN'T KEPT 
<30IN<5... 


...WE’P 
ALL BE 
PEAP. 




X come \ 

' ON IN HERE, ' 
SON.' THE REAL 
STORM HASN'T 
V, EVEN HIT ) 
V VET.' 


' I KNOW.' 
YOU'RE GONNA 
NEED MORE 
V COVER.' > 


W6 #/ WAIT, VOLT 
' * [ THINK VOU 

W J CAN MOVE 

THAT? , 


YEAH. 
I'M JUST 
A LITTLE.. 

WIPED 
, OUT... 


VOU'RE »■ 
PRETTV 6 
STRONG, i 


STRONG 

ENOUGH. 


' WELL, I 
TELL VOU 
. WHAT... 


DC COMICS PRESENTS: 


...WE'LL 
GET IT PONE 
TOGETHER. 


STORY GREG PAK ART AARON KUDER 

COLOR ARIF PRIANTO LETTERS CARLOS M. MANGUAL 
COVER AARON KUDER AND WIL QUINTANA 

ASSISTANT EDITOR ANTHONY MARQUES EDITOR EDDIE BERGANZA 

SUPERMAN CREATED BY JERRY SIEGEL AND JOE SHUSTER 
BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH THE JERRY SIEGEL FAMILY 
BATMAN CREATED BY BOB KANE 





4 LUNCH 
BREAK 


GREG PAK WRITER 

SCOTT MCDANIEL & AARON KUDER (PG. 28) ARTISTS 
DAN BROWN COLORS CARLOS M. MANGUAL LETTERS 
ASSISTANT EDITOR ANTHONY MARQUES 
EDITOR EDDIE BERGANZA 

SUPERMAN CREATED BY 
JERRY SIEGEL AND JOE SHUSTER, 

BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH 
THE JERRY SIEGEL FAMILY 


BEAUTIFUL. 




LUNCH TIME. INARM 
SUN. CRISP, COOL 
BREEZE. 


AUTUMN IN 
METROPOLIS. 









OPEN THIS 
POOR, VOU 
SONOFA- 


/ -JUST 
50 FREAKING ' 
TIREP OF HIM, 
VOU KNOW? 

. SO FAIR . 
\WflRNINa4 

^HANS "N 
ON, LET ME \ 
FINP HIS L, 
. NUMBER... /t! 


HELP? 
HELP... NO. 
NO NO. 
NOSSIR. 


I THINK I 
KNOW WHAT THAT 
MEANS... ANP I 
PREAP IT: 


SOME PAY I'Ll. 
BE ABLE TO HEAR 
EVERYTHING. 











I HncoOop 


HUH? 


JIMMK THINKS 
IPLAV A LOT 
OF SUDOKU. 


BUT ANONMETRO IS 
REPORTING T!VO HUNDRED 
DANGEROUS SITUATIONS 
TO THE AUTHORITIES 
EVERV DAK. 


I JUST FUMBLE 
THROUGH, TRUING 
TO DO THE RIGHT 
THING IN EACH 
TW MOMENT... 


...AND I TRV 
NOT TO THINK 
ABOUT THE 
BILLIONS OF 
OTHER 
PEOPLE I 
CAN'T HEAR... 









/ upu > 

WATCH IT, 
\ MANS. 


WH Ofl. 


< FINALLY.) 


.FAR AWAY.. 


Ha 

paa/ jnpi 

/iffV- / \ \ 












r WHAT ~ 
THE HELL'S 
GOING 
V ON? A 


/MS. LANS/ 
PLEASE 
STANP 
>BACKf* 

,/lT'S NOT 
=1 SAFE/ . 


r it's ~ 
FINE, LANG/ 
GET BACK TO 
L THE LAB/^ 


r you ^ 

PON'T KNOW 
WHAT THE HELL 
VOU'RE TALKING 
ABOUT, 

V SANCHEZ/ / 


r l KNOW. \ 

VOU /MORON/ J 

y THAT'S^ 

WHAT I TOLP V 
1 SANCHEZ THIS Ka 
/MORNING/ 2/ 

I STILL 

YV HAVE ANOTHER SIX^ 
r HOURS OF STRESS ' 
TESTING TO PO ON 
THE PRILL- WE'RE NOT 
SURE IT CAN HANPLE 
THE INCREASE? 

V PRESSURE WE i 
k ENCOUNTERS? A 

last- 


y CALM POWN.^X 
/ I WAS PRILLING 'l 
HOLES WHEN VOU 
WERE BUILPING SANP 
CASTLES. THERE'S 
NOTHING 

HERE I HAVEN'T , 
\SEEN A HUNPREP A 
TIMES- ^ 


HATE TO 
SAV X TOLP 
VOU SO... 







NEXT: SUBTERRA 






I ALONE REMAIN TO RECORD THE PASSAGE 
OF DAYS, WEEKS AND MONTHS SINCE THE 
.CRIME SYNDICATE ARRIVED ON THIS WORLD, 
^ AND IMPOSED THEIR WILL. 


' THEIR MANTRA, "AETERNUS ' 
MALUM,” HAS FORCED THOSE 
LIVING IN THEIR NEW WORLD 
ORDER TO CONSIDER THE 
V TRUE MEANING OF A 
"FOREVER EVIL.” y* 



I HAVE TAKEN TO 
THE SHADOWS OF GOTHAM N 
CITY FOR SURVIVAL AT A TIME 
WHEN VIOLENCE AND ANARCHY 
V RULE THE STREETS. X 


IMMEDIATELY 

Y FOLLOWING THE CRIME \ 
r SYNDICATE'S ARRIVAL, 
BANE TOOK ADVANTAGE OF 
THE WORLD'S MISSING 
HERO POPULATION TO 
, GAIN CONTROL OVER THE 
^REMAINS OF BLACKGATE / 
PRISON. 


THE CARNAGE > 
LEFT IN HIS WAKE WAS 
STAGGERING. v 





X WORD IS THAT BANE N 
SEEKS THE REMAINING 
TALONS-THE ULTIMATE 
WEAPONS CONCEIVED BY 
THE LEGENDARY COURT 
V OF OWLS. V 


I X BANE'S MASTER ^ 
■ . / PLAN FOR GOTHAM 
I / CONTINUES TO UNFOLD 
BUT IF THE TALONS FALI 
\ UNDER HIS CONTROL, 
\ ANYTHING IS 
V POSSIBLE. y 







r AND WHAT OF THE X 
SCAEECEOW? WILL HIS ' 
MYSTEEIOUS APPEAEANCES 
ACEOSS GOTHAM SHOO 
, THESE FILTHY ANIMALS / 

V away? y 


OE WILL HE 
LEAD THEM TO THEIE 
FINAL SLAUGHTEE? 


X MEANWHILE, THE 
/ EEMAINING STEEETS ^ 
OF SOTHAM MIGHT AS WELL 
BE CALLED THE "AEKHAM 
ZOO” AS THE PENGUIN, 
APPAEENTLY ACTING AS THE 
NEW MAYOE, GIVES KILLEE 
CEOCS, MAN-BATS, PY6S, 
AND OTHEE LUNATICS THEIE 
k V EEY OWN KINGDOMS A 
TOLOEDOVEE. X 


SINCE 

C AEKHAM ASYLUM WAS 
TOEN OPEN, IT HAS BEEN 
CLEAE THAT A FIEEY DEATH 
V COULD AWAIT US ALL. . 


X I AM LEFT TO WONDEE IF X 
WHATEVEE THE CEIME SYNDICATE 
DID TO THE JUSTICE LEAGUE 
WAS A KINDEE FATE THAN BEING 
LEFT TO SEE THE AFTEEMATH 
V OF THEIE DEFEAT. X 



r NO MATTEE. ~ 
UNTIL THAT END OF DAYS 
AEEIYES, I SHALL EEMAIN 
BEOADCASTING 
CHAMet 52/ y 




